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Abstract

(i) After a brief overview of Tractatusgenesis, I will present the items that are open access available for the 
study of Tractatusgenesis on websites offered by the Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen (WAB) 
and partners (http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/, http://wittgensteinonline.no/, http://wab.uib.no/sfb
andhttp://wittfind.cis.lmu.de/). These items include Nachlass items Ts-201a1(1913), Ts-201a2(1913),  Ms-301
(1914), Ms-101(1914), Ms-102(1914-15), Ms-104(1915?-18), Ms-103(1916-17), Ts-204(1918), Ts-202(1918), 
Ts-203(1919), as well as the Ostwald print(1922), the typescript with the  English translation by Ramsey(a.o.) 
(1921-22), hƎŘŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ(1922), and the proofs of the bilingual edition(1922). 

(ii) Then I will give concrete demos of how these resources which include facsimiles, transcriptions, metadata 
and advanced search and analysis tools can be put to use for studying the Tractatusgenesis and its documents. 
Among the possibilities are various edition formats, chronological sorting of the texts, several filtering options, 
advanced text search and metadata driven browsing of the documents. 

(iii) Finally I will focus on the post-Tractatusperiod and give an example of how use of semantic technologies 
can help studying agreement and disagreement in the Vienna Circle reception of the Tractatus. My touch stone 
ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ wƻǎŜ wŀƴŘΩǎ άEntwicklungder ThesenŘŜǎ Ψ²ƛŜƴŜǊ KreisesΩέ όƛǘŜƳ 
ά²ƛŜƴŜǊ YǊŜƛǎ Protokolleέ w/ лум-07-01 in University of Pittsburgh ULS Archives & Special Collections, Rudolf 
Carnap Papers).
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http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/RamseyTranslation_f
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http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/TLP_f
https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735061814228/manuscript/pages


Resources availableopenaccesson wittgensteinsource.org 
(BNE, PTT, LPA) and wittgensteinonline.no (IDP)*

Alois Pichler, Vienna 12.6.2021 3

*Other relevant OA resources include bazzocchi.net, http://tractatus.lib.uiowa.edua.o.

Facsimile
edition

Statictext
edition in 
PDF

Statictext
edition in 
HTML

Dynamictext
edition XML / 
HTML

«Open access»

Ts-201a1 BNE BNE IDP

Gratis vs. Libre Open 
access

wittgensteinsource.org 
and 
wittgensteinonline.no 
offer to all their 
resources gratis open 
access which permits 
fair use. 

Only some of their 
resources are licensed 
ŀƭǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊ άƭƛōǊŜέ ƻǇŜƴ 
access terms. 

Ts-201a2 BNE BNE IDP

Ms-301 BNE BNE IDP

Ms-101 BNE BNE IDP

Ms-102 BNE BNE IDP

Ms-103 BNE BNE IDP

Ms-104 BNE PTT BNE IDP

Ts-204 (with additions by W. and p.10a in L. Hänsel's hand) BNE BNE IDP

Ts-202 (with many additions by W. and additions by Russell) BNE BNE IDP

Ts-203 (with additions by W.) BNE BNE IDP

TS Ramsey translation on basis of LPA proofs (with additions by W. 
and Ogden)

LPA

LPA print (with additions by W. and Ogden) LPA

Ogden questionnaire (with additions by W. and Ogden) LPA

TLP proofs (with additions by W. and Ogden) LPA

bazzocchi.net
http://tractatus.lib.uiowa.edu/


BNE, LPA, PTT and IDP

Å(2015-) Wittgenstein, Ludwig: Bergen Nachlass Edition (BNE). Editedby the
Wittgenstein Archives at the Universityof Bergen under the directionof Alois 
Pichler. In: Wittgenstein Source, curatedby Alois Pichler (2009ς) and Joseph 
Wang-Kathrein (2020ς) [wittgensteinsource.org]. Bergen: WAB.

Å(2016) Wittgenstein Source FacsimileEdition of TractatusPublicationMaterials 
(LPA). Editedby Alfred Schmidt, ÖsterreichischeNationalbibliothek(ÖNB). In: 
Wittgenstein Source, curatedby Alois Pichler (2009ς) and Joseph Wang-Kathrein 
(2020ς) [wittgensteinsource.org]. Bergen: WAB.

Å(2016-) Wittgenstein Source PrototractatusTools (PTT). Edited by Martin Pilch. In: 
Wittgenstein Source, curatedby Alois Pichler (2009ς) and Joseph Wang-Kathrein 
(2020ς) [wittgensteinsource.org]. Bergen: WAB.

Å(2016-): Interactive DynamicPresentation (IDP) of Ludwig Wittgenstein's
philosophicalNachlass [http://wittgensteinonline.no/]. Editedby the
Wittgenstein Archives at the Universityof Bergen under the directionof Alois 
Pichler. Bergen: WAB.
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WAB offers the Nachlass in diplomaticand linear (normalized) 
text editionsas well as facsimile

ά5ƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎέΣ ά[ƛƴŜŀǊέ ΧΥ ά!ǘ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
called strictly diplomatic, in which every feature that may reasonably be reproduced in 
print is retained. These features include not only spelling and punctuation but also 
capitalization, word division, and variant letterforms. The layout of the page is also 
retained, in terms of line division, large initials, and so on. Any abbreviations in the text 
will not be expanded, and, in the strictest diplomatic transcriptions, apparent slips of 
the pen will remain uncorrected. Such editions are often so close to the originals as to 
be all but unreadable for those unfamiliar with early paleographic or typographic 
conventions, or in any case no easier to read than the originals. At the opposite end 
are fully modernized transcriptions, where the substantives are retained but 
everything else is brought up-to-date, in some cases to such an extent as to make it 
questionable whether they are to be regarded as transcriptions at all. Between these 
two extremes a number of levels may be distinguished ςsemidiplomatic, 
seminormalized, and so on ςdepending on how the accidentals of the original are 
ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ό5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ нллсΣ нрпύΦέ ώ[ŜȄƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ 9ŘƛǘƛƴƎ Ҕ  
https://lexiconse.uantwerpen.be/index.php/lexicon/transcription-level/]
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The Nachlass in facsimile, diplomaticand 
linear (normalized) editionon BNE
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WAB alsooffers for the Nachlass (as well as someother Wittgenstein 
sources) text stringsearch, lemmatizedsearchand metadata search

ÅTextsearchon
Åhttp://wittgensteinsource.org(text stringsearchacrossall text editionson

wittgensteinsource.org)
Åhttp://wittgensteinonline.no(text stringsearchwithin the HTML-output of the single 

Nachlass item or Nachlass group)
Åhttp://wittfind.cis.lmu.de/ (lemmatizedand other advancedtext searchacrossthe

Nachlass)
ÅM. tƛƭŎƘΩǎWittgenstein Source PrototractatusTools (PTT), e.g. 

http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/PTT/PTT_A_5.pdf(text stringsearchwithin the
single PDF files of PTT) 

ÅMetadata* searchon
Åhttp://wab.uib.no/sfb/ (e.g. http://wab.uib.no/sfb/?q=section%2023) 

*For provenance of metadata see http://wab.uib.no/wab_facets.page/.
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http://wittgensteinsource.org/
http://wittgensteinonline.no/
http://wittfind.cis.lmu.de/
http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/PTT/PTT_A_5.pdf
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Interactive dynamicpresentationof the
Nachlass: Things that one cannot do with 

static editions only

Workingwith interactiveand dynamicrather than
staticeditionsonly: Someexamplesof how to put

wittgensteinonline.no to work
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Demos

ÅHow to change from default linear to diplomatic edition format, and how to combine parameters from both formats

ÅHow to download transcriptions of entire Nachlass item groups rather than single Nachlass items only

ÅHow to achieve chronological ordering of a single item or an entire item group

ÅHow to sort a single item or an entire item group according to publication in «work»
ÅHow to arrange Ms-104's Prototractatusin the order of its decimal numbering

ÅHow to hide or show from a typescript item revisions in hand

ÅHow to extract from an item all and only the remarks that by Wittgenstein were marked with a specific section mark
ÅHow to extract from Ms-млп ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ²ƛǘǘƎŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άƛƴ ŘŜǊ Korrekturέ

ÅHow to highlight passages with secret code, logical and mathematical notation, graphics a.o.

ÅIƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ²!.Ωǎ datingsand other metadata for the single remarks visible

ÅHow to jump from a transcription on wittgensteinonline.no to the static edition incl. facsimile on wittgensteinsource.org
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http://wab.uib.no/transform/wab.php?modu
s=opsjoner= http://wittgensteinonline.no
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Interactive DynamicPresentation (IDP)*

ÅChangingpresentationparameters (e.g. combiningdiplomaticand 
linear parameters)

ÅFilteringthe text accordingto different parameters (e.g. section
marks)

ÅSortingthe text accordingto different parameters (e.g. alleged
chronology)

ÅHighligtingselectedparts of the text (e.g. passages in secretcode)

ÅWorkingwith entire Nachlass item groupsrather than single Nachlass 
itemsonly (e.g. workingwith the entire Tractatuscorpus)

*Findmore on the term in Pichler and Bruvik 2014.
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Presentation parameters: Diplomaticvs. Linear

Ms-104,43 in diplomaticversion Ms-104,43 in linear version
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Presentation parameters: How to switchbetweenthe linear and the diplomatic
version
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Groups: How to downloadtranscriptionsof entire Nachlass item groupsrather than
single itemsonly

Single items Groups

Alois Pichler, Vienna 12.6.2021 14



Groups: Parts

On wittgensteinonline.no, WAB offers the Nachlass in sixnon-overlappinggroups
όάǇŀǊǘǎέύΥ

1) Notebooks and loosesheets(1914-51, incl. Ms-101, Ms-102, Ms-103);

2) (Band) Series I (1929-40); 

3) (Band and notebook) Series II (1940-49);

4) Typescripts and typescript cuttings(1913-49, incl. Ts-201a1, Ts-201a2);

5) Dictations(1914-35, incl. Ms-301);

6) Works (incl. Ms-104, Ts-202, Ts-203, Ts-204)
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Groups: Collections

On wittgensteinonline.no, WAB offers the Nachlass additionallyin potentiallyoverlappingand 
further extendablegroupsόάcollectionsέύΥ

1) Remarksin codeor containingpassages in code("Geheimschriftstellen") (1914-50, incl. fromMs-
101, Ms-102, Ms-103)

2) Itemsin English or with parts in English (1913-41,incl. Ts-201a1, Ts-201a2, Ms-301)

3) Tractatuscorpus(1913-19, incl. Ts-201a1, Ts-201a2, Ms-301, Ms-101, Ms-102, Ms-103, Ms-104, 
Ts-204, Ts-202, Ts-203)

4) Big Typescript corpus(1929-34)

5) Brown Book corpus(1933-36)

6)Χ
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Sortingparameters: How to sort a single item (Ms-101, Ms-млп Χύ ƻǊ ŀƴ 
entire item group(Band series I) in (alleged) chronologicalorder

Chronological sorting With additional inclusion of (alleged) datings
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Ms-101, chronologicallysorted: See for examplepp. 22r and 26v
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Sortingparameters: How to sort a single item or an entire item groupaccordingto 
publicationin «work»
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Sortingparameters: How to sort a single item or an entire item groupaccordingto 
«publicationin work» > Givesfor Ms-104 the text in the order of its decimal
numbering!
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Filteringparameters: How to hidefrom a typescript item revisionsin hand
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Part of Ts-213,101r in diplomaticversionςwithout
and with handwrittenrevisions
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Part of Ts-213,189r in diplomaticversionς
without and with handwrittenrevisions
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Filteringparameters: How to extractfrom an item (e.g. Ms-105) all and only the
remarksthat aremarked by a slashόάκέύΣ circle(«o») or other «sectionmark»
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Filteringparameters: How to extractfrom Ms-104 all and only the remarksthat are
άƛƴ ŘŜǊ YƻǊǊŜƪǘǳǊέ όƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛǘǘƎŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ άҌέΤ seeMs-104,103), or all and only the
remarksthat aremarked by Wittgenstein withŀ ŘŀǎƘ όάςέύΣ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ only the
additionsby Wittgenstein in red pencil

üϑ WA.Ωǎtranscriptionsdo not yet distinguishall the different writing materials! 

üSee M. tƛƭŎƘΩǎPTT
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M. tƛƭŎƘΩǎPTT records all the fine-grained
detailsof Ms-104 (genesis)

M. Pilch: http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/PTT/PTT_A_4.pdf 
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Highlightingparameters: How to highlightpassages in secretcode, logicaland 
mathematicalnotation, graphicsor publicationƛƴ άworksέ
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Highlightingof metadata: How to display datingsand other WAB metadata, incl. 
informationaboutwherethe text has beenpublishedin oneof the «works»
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Hyperlinks to BNE: How to jump from a dynamicand interactivetranscriptionoutput 
on wittgensteinonline.no to the staticedition (incl. facsimile) on
wittgensteinsource.org
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Semanticfacetedsearchand browsing: 
Things that one cannot do with editions 

and text search only

Workingwith Nachlass and Wittgenstein domain
metadata rather than text editionsonly: Some 
examples of how to put wab.uib.no/sfb to work
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Demos

ÅIƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ²!.Ωǎ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀŎƘƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Wittgenstein sources
ÅIƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛǘŜƳ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 

periods, to items with reference to a specific work a.o.
ÅHow to find variants of (= remarks similar to) and thus also text genetic 

paths of a specific remark
ÅHow to view on wab.uib.no/sfba (linear) transcription, and how to jump 

from wab.uib.no/sfbto the facsimile of the remark on 
wittgensteinsource.org
ÅHow to jump from wab.uib.no/sfbto the correspondence in the 

Innsbruck Gesamtbriefwechseledition on http://pm.nlx.com/
ÅIƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƛǘŜ ²!.Ωǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ
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http://wab.uib.no/sfb/
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Facetedsearchand browsingon
http://wab.uib.no/sfb/

üHow canI get a list of all «Wittgenstein records» 
relatingto a specificperiod, e.g. 1912-15?
üHow can I, within the resulting list of records 
relatingto the period1912-15, focus on the 
Nachlass documents only?
üHow can I, within the resulting list of Nachlass documents 

relatingto the period1912-15, focus on those which contain a 
reference to Frege?
üEtc. 
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How to usehttp://wab.uib.no/sfb for metadata search
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How to focusƻƴŜΩǎmetadata search(e.g. on specificitem groups, specificperiods, 
itemswith referenceto a specificwork etc. etc.)
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How to find variants of (i.e. remarkssimilarto) a specificremark
όҦ text geneticpaths!)
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How to viewon wab.uib.no/sfba (linear) transcription, and howto jump from 
wab.uib.no/sfbto the facsimileof the Nachlass remarkin question
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How to get from wab.uib.no/sfbto the Correspondencein the Innsbruck 
Gesamtbriefwechseleditionon http://pm.nlx.com/
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http://pm.nlx.com/xtf/view?docId=witt_gb_de_ii/witt_gb_de_ii.00.xml;chunk.id=div.pmpreface.1.1;toc.depth=2;toc.id=div.pmpreface.1.1;hit.rank=0;brand=default


Summaryoverview: Retrieving, researching
and citingTractatusNachlass materials

Textsearch Metadata 
search

Interactive 
dynamic
presentation

Citefacsimileand text editionsfrom

Ts-201a1 and Ts-201a2 http://wittgensteinsource.org 

http://wittgensteinonline.no

http://wittfind.cis.uni-
muenchen.de

http://wab.uib.no/sfb/

http://wittgensteinonline.no

BNE > Facsimileand Textedition, e.g. http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ts-201a1_f

Ms-301 BNE > Textedition, e.g. http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-301_d

MSS 101-103 BNE > Facsimileand Textedition, e.g. http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-101,1r[1]_d

Ms-104 BNE > Facsimileand Textedition, e.g. http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-104,3[1]_n
PTT > Textedition, e.g. http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/PTT_Ms-104 diplomatic representation

TSS 202-204 BNE > Facsimileand Textedition, e.g. http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ts-204,7r[13]et8r[1]_d

TS Ramsey translation LPA > Facsimileedition, e.g. http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/RamseyTranslation,1r_f

LPA print LPA > Facsimileedition, e.g. http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/LPA,199_f

Ogden questionnaire LPA > Facsimileedition, e.g. http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/OgdenQuestionnaire,1r_f

TLP proofs LPA > Facsimileedition, e.g. http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/LPA/TLP,1-FrontMatter_f
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Addendum 
(in collaboration with A. L. Opdahl):

Applying computationalontologyfor research
on agreementand disagreementin the

Vienna/ƛǊŎƭŜΩǎreceptionof the Tractatus
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²!.Ωǎontologyof the Wittgenstein domain
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F. Stadler(2015): The ViennaCircle: Studies in the Origins, Development, and Influenceof
LogicalEmpiricism, pp. 70, 72

«The discussionprotocolsof the SchlickCircleΧ representthe onlyoriginal and 
authentictestimonyof the intensive and productivecultureof communication
that developedin the courseof the meetingsin the Boltzmanngasse. 
Unfortunatelythey are incomplete. Theycomefrom the Nachlass of Rose Rand 
(1903ς1980), who participatedregularlyin the meetingsand wasofficially
designatedto takeminutes(IvenнллпύΦ Χ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ the summariesof the
positionsof the individualmembersof the ViennaCircle(4.1.1.4) areprovidedby 
hand-written notes by Rose Rand. Theyprovidefurther important information
about the theoreticalprofile of the ViennaCircle. The selectionsare intendedto 
representtheΨƘŀǊŘ coreΩ of the Circle. This alsoholds true for the subsequent
reproductionof the documentά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ of the Thesesof the ViennaCircleέ 
(4.1.1.5). On the onehand, it is intendedto trace the receptionof²ƛǘǘƎŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ
teachings; on the other hand, it is intendedto visualizein overviewthe plurality
of philosophicalopinions in the Circleas far as the mainissuesof discussionare
concerned.»
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R. wŀƴŘΩǎ«Entwicklungder Thesen des Wiener Kreises» (EWK), as transcribedand translatedin 
Stadler2015 (engl.), p.144 (Stadler2015 (dt.), p. 148)

«
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https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735061814228/manuscript/pages


9²YΩǎstatements («points») in Protégéontologyrepresentation
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https://protege.stanford.edu/


9²YΩǎstatements as «consideredtrue» by [person: Waismann/ Carnap/ Hahn...] in 
[situation: _TLP / _before/ _after] 
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All perspectiveson9²YΩǎpoint 1 (P1: «By specifyingrulesphilosophywantsto 
clarifythe conceptsand rulesof science») 
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